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Activity 23
Stories 3 (fables)

Listen and find out the answers.

a) Who were quarrelling?
b) What did the old man in the story order his sons to do?
c) What is the moral of the story?

Guess the story from the words in the box, then listen to check your answer.

fox, deep well, goat, drought, jump down, long horn, jump up

Arrange these sentences in the correct order.

1. A goat passed by shortly afterwards, and asked the fox what he was doing down
the well.
2.'Good-bye, friend," said the fox, 'Remember next time, never trust the advice of a

person in difficulties.’
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3. By an unlucky chance a fox fell into a deep well and could not get out.
4. The fox eagerly jumped on the goat's back, and by putting his foot on its long
horns managed to reach the edge of the well safely.

5. The goat, feeling thirsty, thoughtlessly jumped down into the well.

Use the following outline to tell your story.

1. A woodman lost his axe in the river.

2. An angel-the-man-sad-loss-recover-a golden axe.

3. "That's not mine,"- woodman.

4. Again-angel-recover-a silver-axe.

5. "That's not mine,"- woodman.

6. Again-angel-recover-woodman's own axe.

7. "That's mine,"-grateful-woodman.

8. Angel-reward-the man-honesty-golden-and-silver-axes-as-well.

9. the woodman's tale-an envious friend-the same spot-deliberately lose-in the river.
10. The angel-the man-recover-a golden axe.

11. The man-greedily-claim- That's mine."

12. The angel-displeased-dishonesty-held on- golden axe-refuse-recover-the original.
13. Honesty is the best policy.
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* What's the story about?
* Who are the characters in this story?
¢ What's the moral of the story?
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Task 2

a) Shamim and Shajib

b) The old man ordered his servants to bring in a bundle of sticks, and asked his sons to
break it.

c) United we stand divided we fall/Unity is strength/Unity is power.

Task 4
3,1,5,4,2.

Task 5 (Possible answer)

A woodman lost his axe in the river when it glanced off a tree he was felling. An angel
appeared, saw that the man was sad about his loss, and on hearing his tale dived into the river,
and recovered a golden axe. "That's not mine," said the woodman, so the angel returned it to the
river and came back with a silver axe. "That's not mine either," said the woodman, and again the
angel returned it to the river, and came back this time with the woodman's own axe. "That's
mine," said the grateful woodman. The angel swiftly rewarded the man for his honesty by
giving him the golden and silver axes as well.

On hearing the woodman's tale, a jealous friend set out to do as he had done by visiting the
same spot and intentionally losing his axe in the river. Just as before, the angel appeared and
dived in to recover the lost axe. When the angel came back with a golden axe, the man greedily
claimed, "That's mine." The angel, displeased with the man's dishonesty, held on to the golden
axe, and refused to recover the original. The moral of the story is - "Honesty is the best policy".
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